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AUTHORIZING THE CONVEYANCE OF LANDS IN THE 
HOOPA VALLEY INDIAN RESERVATION, CALIF., FOR 
SCHOOL PURPOSES 


May 21 (legislative day, May 12), 1952.—Ordered to be printed 


Mr. O’Manoney, from the Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, 
submitted the following 


REPORT 


[To accompany H. R. 6675] 


The Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, to whom was re- 
ferred the bill (H. R. 6675) to authorize the Secretary of the Interior, 
in his discretion, to convey by deed to the State of California or to the 
Hoopa Unified School District of the State of California not to exceed 
45 acres of land located in the agency and school reserve on the Hoopa 
Valley Indian Reservation, Calif., for use as a site for the construction 
of a school for the education of both Indian and non-Indian pupils, 
having considered the same, report thereon with the recommendation 
that it do pass without amendment. 

This bill has been considered by the Committee on Interior and 
Insular Affairs of the House; on February 27, 1952, that committee 
submitted its report (H. Rept. No. 1435) to the House, recommending 
its passage, and on March 3, 1952, it passed the House. 

The purpose of this bill is to authorize the Secretary of the Interior, 
in his discretion, to transfer title to the State of California or to the 
Hoopa Unified School District of the State of California, not to exceed 
45 acres of land located in the agency and school reserve on the 
Hoopa Valley Indian Reservation for use as a site for the construction 
of school buildings in connection with the education of Indian and 
non-Indian pupils. 

The land involved herein is federally owned and is a part of the 
agency and school reserve of the Hoopa Valley Indian Reservation, 
Calif. The buildings situated thereon were constructed in 1893 for 
Indian school purposes. ‘These buildings were operated as a Federal 
Indian school until 1934 when it was turned over for use for public- 
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school purposes under the provisions of the Johnson-O’ Malley Act of 
April 16, 1934 (48 Stat. 596), as amended June 4, 1936 (46 Stat. 1458). 

A greater portion of the present school buildings at Hoopa are 
obsolete in character, unsafe, and defective, and it would be uneco- 
nomical to repair or renovate same. 

In the Eighty-first Congress a bill was enacted (act of October 16, 
1949, Public Law 331) authorizing an appropriation in the sum of 
$803,000 for the construction, extension, equipment, and improvement 
of the present school buildings, but no appropriation has ever been 
made for such purposes. 

The Hoopa public school district is at present attempting to pro- 
vide education for approximately 240 children of school age in the 
district with facilities which are entirely inadequate and unsuitable 
for educational purposes. Approximately 180 of the children are 
Indians whose parents reside on the reservation. The fact that the 
majority of the school enrollment is made up of children whose parents 
reside on nontaxable lands has made it impossible for the school 
district to finance the construction of additional facilities, and the 
school has received entitlement to aid under the provisions of Public 
Law 815 (81st Cong.). The State of California has indicated that it 
will contribute approximately $1,000,000 for the use in construction 
of additional needed school facilities. 

It is essential that the school district have clear title to the lands 
on which the additional facilities are to be constructed before the 
State aid can be made available. Hence it is desirable that this 
proposed legislation be enacted at an early date. 

The Hoopa Indians, through their business council, recognizing the 
importance to them that this proposed legislation be enacted at the 
earliest possible date, on February 7, 1952, adopted a resolution re- 
questing and recommending that 40 acres, more or less (subsequently 
amended to read 45 acres, more or less), of reservation lands be trans- 
ferred at the earliest possible date to the school district as a site for 
the new school plant. A copy of said resolution, dated February 7, 
1952, and a copy of a telegram amending the resolution to read 45 
acres instead of 40 acres are attached hereto and made a part of this 
report. 

On February 28, 1952, the Assistant Secretary of the Interior ad- 
dressed a communication to the House Committee on Interior and 
Insular Affairs recommending the enactment of this proposed legisla- 
tion, and suggested that the bill be amended so as to provide that the 
school site should contain not to exceed 45 acres. This suggested 
amendment was adopted by the House. 

A copy of the said report of the Secretary of the Interior dated 
February 28, 1952, and a copy of the report of the Director of the 
Bureau of the Budget, dated March 25, 1952, recommending the en- 
actment of this bill, are attached hereto and made a part of this report, 
as follows: 

Hoopa, CaAuir. 
REsouLution No, 18 


Whereas the Hoopa Business Council, an organization of elected representatives 
of the Indians of the Hoopa Indian Reservation and empowered to act for and in 
behalf of the Indian people of the Hoopa Indian Reservation; and 

Whereas the Hoopa Business Council is very desirous that the people of the 
Hoopa Indian Reservation acquire a new and adequate school plant for the 
children living within the Hoopa Indian Reservation, and the Heopa Business 
Council is also desirous that the school be built by Hoopa Valley Unified School 
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District, a public school district of the State of California located within the 
Hoopa Indian Reservation ; and 

Whereas there is a site located within the Hoopa Indian Reservation which the 
Hoopa Business Council desires the school district to locate a new school plant, 
and the California Department of Education has approved said site for school 
construction: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Hoopa Business Council, in regular session at Hoopa, Calif., 
this 7th day of February 1952, do hereby by a majority vote give their approval 
that the ownership and title of the site to be transferred in fee simple to the 
Hoopa Valley Unified School District; and be it further 

Resolved, That the Hoopa Business Council do hereby urgently request and 
recommend to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs that he take all possible action 
to expedite transfer of title of the following-described site to the Hoopa Valley 
Unified School] District: 

Forty acres more or less from lot No. 102, Agency Reserve, in NW%4% NE\% 
SW144 sec. 25, T. 8 N., R. 4 E., Humboldt meridian, California, as indicated on 
attached plat approved by the Commissioner of the General Land Office on January 
8, 1917. 

Attest: 

Ernest L. MARSHALL, JR. 


FEBRUARY 26, 1952. 
Ditton Myer, 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 
Washington, D. C. 

Retel 25th, Leonard Hill, regarding resolution 18, Hoopa Business Council, 
following amendment approved by Tribal Council: 

Be it further resolved that due to pending action of H. R. 6675 by House of 
Representatives subcommittee the Hoopa Business Council of the Hoopa Indian 
Reservation, by special ballot, do hereby wish to amend resolution No. 18, passed 
at last regular meeting of that body, to read as follows: 

Not to exceed 45 acres from lot No. 102, Agency reserve, in the northwest 
quarter and the northeast quarter of the southwest quarter of section 25, township 
8 north, range 4 east, Humbolt meridian, Calif., as indicated on the attached plat, 
approved by the Commissioner of the General Land Office of January 8, 1947. 

Attested herewith: 

Ernest L. MARSHALL, JR., Chairman. 
Errie Davis, 

Ray Bavpy, 

GitBeRT R. MARSHALL, Sr., 

EpWARD MARSHALL, 

DaRREL D. Hoste, 

Howarp DusHaNne, Agent. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY, 
Washinaton, dD. i Fe bruary 28, 195 7. 
Hon. Joun R. Murpock, 
Chairman, Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, 
United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 


My Dear Mr. Murpock: Reference is made to H. R. 6675, a bill to authorize 
the conveyance of lands in the Hoopa Valley Indian Reservation to the State of 
California or to the Hoopa Unified School District for school purposes. 

I recommend that H. R. 6675 be enacted with the amendment suggested herein. 

The bill would transfer a portion of the lands belonging to the Indians of the 
Hoopa Indian Reservation to the Public school district to be used as a site for 
the construction of a school plant for the education of both Indians and non- 
Indian pupils. The publie school district is at present attempting to provide 
education for the approximately 240 children of school age in the district with 
facilities which are entirely inadequate and unsuitable for educational purposes. 
Approximately 180 of the children are Indians whose parents reside on the 
reservation. 

The fact that the majority of the school enrollment is made up of children whose 
parents reside on nontaxable lands has made it impossible for the school district 
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to finance the construction of additional facilities, and the school has received 
entitlement to aid under Public Law 815 (81st Cong.). The State of California 
also has indicated that a contribution of State funds will be made for use in con- 
struction of additional needed facilities. It is essential, however, that the school 
district have clear title to the lands on which the additional facilities are to be 
constructed before the State aid can be made available. In recognition of this 
fact the Hoopa Business Council on February 7, 1952, adopted a resolution 
requesting and recommending that 40 acres, more or less, of reservation lands be 
transferred at the earliest possible date to the school district as a site for the new 
new school plant. The actual site needed for the school totals between 40 and 
45 acres, and it is recommended that the word “thirty” in line-6 of H. R. 6675 
be changed to read ‘‘forty-five.” 

With this amendment, early enactment of the bill is urged. The needs for 
improving and enlarging the school facilities in this district are urgent as the 
present school buildings at that location are obsolete, unsafe, and overcrowded. 

The Bureau of the Budget has advised that there is no objection to the sub- 
mission of this report to your committee. 

Sincerely yours, 
Date E. Dory, 
Assistant Secretary of the Interior. 


EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT, 
BUREAU OF THE BupGeEtT, 
Washington, D. C., March 25, 1982. 
Hon. Josern C. O’ MAHONEY, 
Chairman, Senate Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, 
Senate Office Building, Washington, D. C. 

My Dear Senator O’Manoney: This is in reply to your letter of March 18, 
1952, requesting the views of this office with respect to H. R. 6675, a bill to author- 
ize the conveyance of lands in the Hoopa Valley Indian Reservation to the State 
of California or to the Hoopa Unified School District for use for school purposes, 
passed by the House of Representatives on March 3, 1952. 

The Department of the Interior urges early enactment of this bill since it will 
provide the school district with clear title to the lands on which additional school 
facilities are to be constructed for use of both Indian and non-Indian pupils. The 
Indians on the reservation also are in favor of the bill. 

This office recommends the enactment of this measure. 

Sincerely yours, 
ELMER B. STAATs, 
Assistant Director. 
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